
 
 

STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
1011 Plum Street SE    PO Box 42525    Olympia, Washington 98504-2525    (360) 725-4000 

www.commerce.wa.gov 
 

November 13, 2017 

 

 

 

Ms. Paula Reeves 

Planning Manager 

615 W Alder Street Building #8 

Post Office Box 186 

Shelton, Washington  98584 

 

RE:  Proposed amendment to update the Mason County 2016-2036 Comprehensive Plan and 

Development Regulations 

 

Dear Ms. Reeves: 

 

Thank you for sending Growth Management Services the proposed amendments to Mason County’s 

comprehensive plan and development regulations that we received on September 12, 2017 and 

processed with Material ID No. 24111. 

 

We especially like the following: 

 

The section(s) on parks is well done and very informative. 

 

We have some suggestions for strengthening your plan and development regulation amendments that 

we encourage you to consider either in these or future amendments: 

 

 The main body of the comprehensive plan would be helped by adding two summary sheets; one 

depicting internal consistencies with your own county code  and one depicting consistencies with 

the Growth Management Act and County-wide Planning Policies. 

 

 Tables that summarize existing inventories and forecasts of future needs of all capital facilities 

would also be very helpful. 

 

 A summary level of service (LOS) table in the capital facilities section (cross referenced with 

transportation) that depicts/compares (minimum) required LOS and current or actual LOS would 

be helpful. 
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 A draft motion or resolution that shows intention to adopt your final docket proposals and 

summarizes their impact(s) on your comprehensive plan, future land use and zoning should be 

submitted as soon as practicable.  

 

Congratulations to you and your staff for the good work these amendments represent.  If you have any 

questions or concerns about our comments or any other growth management issues, please contact me 

at 360.725.3045.  We extend our continued support to Mason County in achieving the goals of growth 

management. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Gary Idleburg 

Senior Planner 

Growth Management Services 

 

GI:lw 

 

cc: Mark McCaskill, AICP, Managing Director, Growth Management Services 

David Andersen, AICP, Eastern Region Manager, Growth Management Services 

Ike Nwankwo, Western Region Manager, Growth Management Services 

 



Comprehensive Plan Element Development Regulations Countywide Planning Policy Statement

Chapter 3 Land Use

MCC 17.07; 17.10-17.17; 17.20-

17.35; 17.70

Encourage development in urban areas where adequate public facilities and services exist or can be

provided in an efficient manner.

Chapter 3 Land Use 

MCC 17.02; 17.05; 17.70; 

17.90 Reduce the inappropriate conversion of undeveloped land into sprawling, low-density development.

Chapter 8 Transportation MCC Title 12

Encourage efficient multimodal transportation systems that are based on regional priorities and

coordinated with county and city comprehensive plans.

Chapter 5 Housing MCC 17.11; 17.90

Encourage the availability of affordable housing to all economic segments of the population of this state,

promote a variety of residential densities and housing types, and encourage preservation of existing

housing stock.

Chapter 10 Economic Development MCC 2.78; 17.07; 17.24

Encourage economic development throughout the state that is consistent with adopted comprehensive

plans, promote economic opportunity for all citizens of this state, especially for unemployed and for

disadvantaged persons, promote the retention and expansion of existing businesses and recruitment of new

businesses, recognize regional differences impacting economic development opportunities, and encourage

growth in areas experiencing insufficient economic growth, all within the capacities of the state's natural

resources, public services, and public facilities.

Chapter 3 Land Use MCC 17.01

Private property shall not be taken for public use without just compensation having been made. The

property rights of landowners shall be protected from arbitrary and discriminatory actions.
Chapter 3 Land Use & Chapter 10 

Economic Development MCC 15.05

Applications for both state and local government permits should be processed in a timely and fair manner

to ensure predictability.

Chapter 4 Rural MCC 8.52; 17.02

Natural resource industries. Maintain and enhance natural resource-based industries, including productive

timber, agricultural, and fisheries industries. Encourage the conservation of productive forestlands and

productive agricultural lands, and discourage incompatible uses.

Chapter 3 Land Use,  4 Rural,  9 Parks 

MCC 16.23; 17.07; 17.10; 

17.26

Retain open space, enhance recreational opportunities, conserve fish and wildlife habitat, increase access

to natural resource lands and water, and develop parks and recreation facilities.

Chapter 3 Land Use & Chapter 4 Rural 

MCC 8.52 Resource 

Ordinance/Shorlines

Protect the environment and enhance the state's high quality of life, including air and water quality, and the

availability of water.

See Public Involvement Plan MCC 15.09.060

Encourage the involvement of citizens in the planning process and ensure coordination between

communities and jurisdictions to reconcile conflicts.

Chapter 7 Utilities MCC Title 13, Title 6

Ensure that those public facilities and services necessary to support development shall be adequate to serve

the development at the time the development is available for occupancy and use without decreasing

current service levels below locally established minimum standards.

Chapter 3 Land Use MCC 17.40

Identify and encourage the preservation of lands, sites, and structures that have historical or archaeological

significance.

Table 1.  Crosswalk - Countywide Planning Policies and Comprehensive Plan Chapter 



Mason County Comprehensive Plan Inventories & Forcasts

All Inventory and Forcast Maps are available on Mason County website:   https://gis.co.mason.wa.us/planning/

GIS Data Layer Description Source Date Website/Additional Information

Shoreline Environmental 

Designations Mason Co 2016 *See also Critical Areas Ordinance/Shoreline Master Program

National Wetland Inventory USFWS 2016 https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Data-Download.html

FEMA Floodplain FEMA 2016 http://arcg.is/1uHb81

Geology and Earth Resources WDNR, Mason Co. Varies

https://www.dnr.wa.gov/programs-and-services/geology/geologic-

hazards/geologic-hazard-maps

Olympic National Forest USFS 2016

Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas Mason Co 2011

Riparian Buffers DNR & ECY 2016 http://arcg.is/1b0G1P

Priority Species and Habitat Fish & Wildlife Varies http://wdfw.wa.gov/conservation/phs/

Water Courses WDNR 2016
Watershed Characterization 

Results Ecology 2010 http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/1006014.html

Water Mitigation Map Ecology 2017 http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wr/rights/domwtravail.html

Wastewater Systems Mason Co 2016

Potable Water Systems PUD 1 & Mason Co 2016

Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas Mason Co 2011

Exempt Wells Ecology 2016 http://www.ecy.wa.gov/services/gis/data/image.asp?name=wellreport

Mineral Resource Lands WDNR 2010

https://www.dnr.wa.gov/programs-and-services/geology/publications-

and-data/gis-data-and-databases

Long Term Commercial Forests Mason Co 2016

Agricultural Lands Mason Co 2016

Conservation Lands Mason Co 2016

Aquaculture Health 2016

https://www.doh.wa.gov/DataandStatisticalReports/DataSystems/Geo

graphicInformationSystem/DownloadableDataSets

Development Areas Mason Co 2016 4 separate layers - each UGA developed their own zoning codes etc.

Parcels  - Zoning and Land Use Mason Co 2016 Assessors Office Records and GIS Data 

Parks and Recreation Invenory Mason Co 2016 Includes Open Space

Ports & Properties Ports 2016

Schools & School Sites School Districts 2016

Rural Activity Centers Mason Co 2016

Future Land Use Map Mason Co 2016

Stormwater Facilities Mason Co 2010

Telecommunications Systems PUD 3 2016

Mason County Pipelines WUTC Unknown https://arcg.is/0DqynS

Updated regularly Mason Co 2016
Updated regularly WSDOT 2016 http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/mapsdata/geodatacatalog/Maps/24k/DOT_Carto

Trails Mason Co 2015

2016-2036 Comprehensive Plan Update

Resource Lands

Utilities

Critical Areas, Biology & Habitat

Transportation

Water and Wastewater Resources

Zoning & Land Use

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/1006014.html
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/mapsdata/geodatacatalog/Maps/24k/DOT_Cartog/24KRail.htm

































































